Saloon-lovers feedback re Refinishing Wood Trim

December 2001

Hello Brian:






{from George Leicht}
I've tried both vanish remover and sanding and prefer the sanding.  The varnish remover as a tendency to remove some of the original stain.  Granted, you can re-stain the piece, however, on the Mk2,  there is a lighter band of veneer on the edges of the larger pieces.  Re-staining was a pain.       On my second attempt I used 600 wet or dry with alcohol as a lubricant . Took about one evening for each major piece so in a week you have it all done.   Good  luck

george leicht

65 Mk2

Hi Bryan,






{from Allan Pozdol}
What ever you do, do not sand off the finish, the veneer is thin enough.  Buy a liquid stripper, not the paste stuff.  Go to an antique refinisher, and use what they use on old veneer work. Work it off with course steel wool.  Then bleach the wood, this will remove any water stains, dirt and the old oxidized wood, and bring it back to life.

Polish the wood with brass wool, not steel, it has oil in it and will block the stain from absorbing evenly.  If it is S Type, you may want the wood to look like walnut, or lighter if you wish.  Stain will bring the original color back, the veneer will look a

half inch deep again, the burl seem to have an efflorescence to it.  To see how the wood will appear finished, wipe it with Naphtha and decide how you like it. It will look entirely different then when the wood is dry and bare.

I then used Minwax Spar poly urethane gloss, ( UV, flexible and waterproof) block sanded it after a good build up of material, then buffed the finish with a plastic buffing kit.  The final finish is up to you.  This stuff finishes up like lacquer, though.

Allan Pozdol

Naperville, Illinois

1966 S Type

Hi Brian:






{from John McEwen}
If the finish is original and if Jaguar didn't change its finishing techniques from the big Marks, the finish is not varnish but is lacquer.  I used something called "Circa 1859" as a stripper and it works well.  I use an old bondo applicator (high density polythene) as a scraper and for the really tough bits I use a metal scraper drawn toward me but never pushed

away.  Don't use sand paper to remove the finish as the veneer especially if it has been done once before is very thin.  Be patient and be prepared to use the stripper more than once.

After you have used the stripper, you will be able to scrape within 15 minutes.  Clean it off with paint thinner or varsol.  Re-apply as necessary.  Let the pieces dry then lightly wet sand them with 220 grit or less - depending on the location - using paint thinner as the lubricant.  Realize that the burl areas have no definite grain direction so be gentle.  If possible use thinner-wetted 000 steel wool instead of sandpaper.

Those areas where there is a different wood edge - as on the Mark IX which uses chamfered edges inset with boxwood which has a grain running at right angles to the rest of the piece - you will have to do the work very carefully indeed and will have to sand in two directions depending on the grain.  Remember as you do this that you can't buy new pieces!  Take your time and quit if you are losing concentration.  Expect to take an hour per piece or more and plan accordingly.

You can buy custom mixed stain, water-based, to match the original pieces if you go to the right woodshop.  Take a stripped and the best original piece you have with you.  The person at the store will use these as a guide to make an appropriate stain.  Practise with it until you know how it works, how long to leave it on and how much to rub it.  They try lacquering some of your practice bits.  Make sure the effect is to your liking.  Remember, you can't keep stripping and sanding these pieces.  Also remember that the factory finish is high gloss lacquer, not satin or a "rubbed" look.

All the best from Edmonton

John McEwen

Hello Brian:






{#2 from John McEwen}
One problem I noted in doing my wood was that some parts of it had had a nasty urethane (I think) finish put on over the original stuff.  It looked awful and was the absoute pits to get off.  The Circa 1859 stripper worked beautifully on all of the original bits and the other bits which had been varnished over the years.  However the urethane was nearly impossible to shift.  I probably did more damage to those pieces in spite of my care than any other parts because the urethane had to be scraped off with a razor blade knife.  Repeated applications of stripper, ehclosing the piece in a plastic bag and warming it gently did not help much.

I suggest avoiding these modern synthetics because they will probably be the last finish your pieces will receive.  If you or the next owner has to do more refinishing, for whatever reason in the future, it will be difficult or impossible to get this stuff off of the already thinned veneer.

I am opting for acrylic lacquer which is reasonably durable, has the correct final look and will come off readily using the mildest strippers.  I don't use my cars that much and I avoid parking them in the direct sunlight for hours at a time.  Our climate here in western Canada is also reasonably kind to old cars in summer.   Your requirements may differ, but I thought I'd offer my suggestion.

John McEwen, Edmonton
Bryan,








{from Saul Chaplin}
If the woodwork still has its original cellulose finish, you are in luck as far as stripping; Buy a gallon of semi-paste "Strypeeze" from you local hardware shop. This will move the lacquer in minutes, won't harm or leave stains on the veneer. Any stubborn spots can carefully be removed with the edge of a sharp razor blade. Wipe part(s) with lacquer thinner and very lightly sand with slightly worn 220 garnet paper. Wipe again with thinners. 

Be careful of course with the edges of the door cappings, dash top roll, and any other parts that have exposed walnut crossbanding. I say crossbanding, because that's what it is, not an inlay. There is no need to stain the wood, or do anything else with it before refinishing (none of this woodwork was stained when new). Acquire a good two part Polyurethane if you want it to last, and don't want to wait a month of Sundays between coats. Check out 

http://www.valsparwood.com/icaproducts.htm Also good source of info and message board is @ http://www.woodweb.com
Regards,

Saul Chaplin

67 420, 68 340, 69 E, 84VDP

http://www.britishautowood.com
Bryan







{from Doug Duncan}
For what its worth, I used Formby's furniture refinisher (http://www.formbys.com/products.html) and Behr Super Spar clear gloss varnish with UV block(very light sanding between coats) and no stain, the interior wood came out great.  

Good luck

Doug Duncan

65 Mk II 3.8 MOD (almost ready to start up after restoration)

Bryan,







{from Jack Verschuur}

In addition to Saul's advice, I think (and hope he agrees) that the 2-pack polyurethane finishes are best for a durable result, but these need to be sprayed on rather than brushed. Also, they are not very cheap and have a short shelf life. If you have the equipment and skills to go that route, you are on your way to a pleasing result.  I have never tried to apply these finishes with a brush, and don't know if it can be done successfully.

Also, give the finish enough time to harden after each application. If applied too fast, the wood will look great after 10 coats (rubbing between each coat), but after a couple of months, when the finish has really cured, the woodgrain starts to show again in the surface. By then it will be back in your car. We typically give each coat a week to cure.

Success!

Jack  Verschuur/ Durban, South Africa

Autowood Africa  www.radial.co.za/autowoodafrica

'66 Mk2 3.8 MOD

'67 420 MOD

Bryan,







{#2 from Allan Pozdol}
The library will have volumes of books on wood refinishing, and antique renovation. Read through a couple pertaining specifically to veneer work, and you will see a pattern to its rejuvenation, not just refinishing.  They also guide you through repair of lifted veneer.  Typically the dash top get the most sun, and fades and dries out the most, more than the other pieces.  Your mahogany door cappings' are next.  I have seen a number of refinished interiors, and the dash top looks like a different piece of wood, and many of the other parts as well.

Also, the bare areas of the woodwork will absorb moisture and dirt over time, and the areas covered with original finish will have not.  Use the Naphtha method, and while comparing different pieces when wet, I'll bet they look different.  Bleach and re stain, it's in the books, and the wood grain will look new again, not muddy and dark.  DO NOT SAND, use brass wool, it cleans and polishes the wood as it removes little of the veneer.  Plus, sanding will round off the edges of your veneer, you will lose the beveled look to your wood work.  You can't put it back once you have removed it.  You want to even out and restore the original color with your stain, not darken it. A light golden brown will bring back and color to the basswood, and the elm. You can go walnut on the panels if you like those darker.  Mahogany on the door cappings.

Many parts of the veneer had plugs to fill in the flaws, and were stained to match at the time the wood trim was made. Check your wood for these, as a darker stain may be needed to hide these again.  Brushing puts on more finish than spraying, and is easier to apply at home.  Use a proper brush, as polyurethane finishes of today flow out beautifully, requiring very little sanding.  Study carefully the final finishes at a lumberyard.  You will see differences in all manufacturers as to what they call Hi Gloss.  Lacquer historically "glows", two part poly's looks wet.  The Spar urethane looks the closest to lacquer, to my eye.

Read the books, you will find this is how fine finishes are applied and worked flat on expensive antiques.  Block sanding the finish, just like the expensive exterior paint jobs, are the only way to get the final finish flat.  The plastic buffing method is fast, and saves a lot of elbow grease without burning through the finish.

READ THE LABEL ON YOUR STRIPPER. Most paste strippers use wax as the thickening agent, which will block the even absorption of stain and finishes.  On veneer, this is very bad.

My wood came out with the burl once again looking three dimensional, and all cut from the same tree.

It really is pretty simple, success is in the preparation.

Allan Pozdol

Naperville, Illinois

1966 S Type

 “We typically give each coat a week to cure.”

Jack  Verschuur/ Durban, South Africa

 Autowood Africa  www.radial.co.za/autowoodafrica 

Hi Jack, 

You may want to consider trying Polyester!  I'd be in the poor house if I had to wait a week between coats ;-)

Saul.

britishautowood.com

Bryan,







{frm Clarence Novak}
Here's the method I used.  There are many methods and opinions of Jaguar wood. This is mine and the results are stunning and durable.

The no longer secret formula to my wood: 
1. Strip old varnish with aircraft stripper. Washed off with light water wash. Finish clean with LIGHT thinner wiping.
2. Repair veneer and wood as necessary* (This is a lesson in itself)
Read every book, article and web site on reveneering wood known to man. Pratice on trashed Jag wood pieces. Use trashed Jag wood for small doner veneer. Send to the 'MAN' in LA (He is the keeper of the mother trunk) if you need big veneer sections replaced. Know the reality of the fact that the veneer in every Jag is all 'book matched, so replacing a large section is not ideal. You can hand paint repair some small veneer damage. (With pratice.) Gluing is another lesson in itself. 
3. Clean with auto paint thinner (do NOT soak wood)
4. Apply with rag, McCloskey or other COMPATIBLE wood sealer. (I did NOT do this BUT, it is recommended.)
5. Seal ALL backsides of wood with Spar Urethane (three coats) Let dry between coats.
6. On burled wood sections ONLY, apply with rag, Man 0 War Ultra Spar Marine Varnish (red colored base) This is NOT available in California and almost not made anymore. It is THE stuff. The key is the red oxide tint component. Do not use the clear Man O War. I spoke to the master chemist at Man 0 War (now, McCloskey) about this material. He suggested adding nails to the clear and letting them rust....did not try that myself. Rub off all excess Man O War with clean soft rags. Work on small sections at a time.
Do not SAND veneer edges !!!! Actually you should not sand and bare veneer at ALL! 
7. I used PPG DCD 35 epoxy automotive clear coat with DFX 11 catalyst as the final finish. I use a Sata mini gun set at broad pattern at 25 psi with two in line water traps. Make sure to start at the edges first and then proceed to the flat areas. Wear a full mask or respirator and ventilate area well. Usually 5 - 6 coats carefully wet sanded between each coat w/600 grit paper. To fill in depressions or small dips, apply DCD with a small brush to the holes building up small pool of material prior to spraying full coat. This trick will save you much time and the slight build up will wet sand right out. You may apply 2 light coats per spray BUT you MUST let that dry completely. You must NOT sand thru any coats. If you DO, you may need to completely strip the piece, re color, and start over..... You can sand out virtually any contaminations in the clear coat, but be as clean as possible. I use hard rubber blocks to flat-wet sand (use dish soap in sanding water as lubricant), checking constantly for sand thru. You MUST listen to Mozart while finishing or you will surely screw it up.
8. After applying final coat, wet sand with 2000 grit till perfect. Then use PPG coarse and then hand final fine compounds for the absolute stunning finish. Sight for imperfections with a 12" hand held flouro light. My goal was to finish it ultra smooth with the slightest 'organic' finish variance to differentiate it from the absolute glass of modern veneer (Lexus style) This is a very very subtle difference.
9. OR pay a pro 4k- 5k and understand now why it costs so much. Tony, the owner of Madera Concepts in LA saw a piece I had done and was very impressed. He has the new Jaguar factory wood repair contract.
He did re veneer the window lift wood for me and it was a superb match from a very rare select and ancient trunk of English Walnut Burl (actually from an old US tree I believe). It is the MOTHER trunk of all Jaguar veneer wood. 
10. The MK X has I believe, 42 pieces of wood. A rough total of 44 - 46 surfaces to finish.
As with any Jaguar wood finish, protect it from sun and heat as much as possible.

[from Clarence Novak]

In a message dated 12/16/2001 8:25:51 PM Eastern Standard Time, 

murphyb@sympatico.ca writes:

 “Many thanks for your professional insights in response to my query on the Saloon-lovers list.  You mention polyester in your memo below to Jack.  How is polyester used?”

You're welcome Bryan. 




{#2 from Saul Chaplin}
I am more than willing to help with refinishing questions, as I remember the years that I was wandering in the dark with these same problems, and looking for the right products for this application. 

Polyester lacquer is used by many if not all of the auto manufacturers (those who still use real woodwork at least) including Jaguar, R.Royce,Lotus, T.V.R etc.. and by every notable specialist I know; Classic Veneers, London Carriage Craft, P.W Cooper, City Polishers and so on..... Some (including Jaguar) use a German product by BASF, but by and large the Italians manufacture the very best, and these days make the product more flexible to resist cracking in the long run. With careful use, it can be flatted & polished to come quite close to resembling the Nitrocellulose lacquer that was used in all pre 1974 Jaguars.

I use two different manufacturer's Polyester at the moment, mainly due to difficulty in obtaining a constant supply of my favorite, which is Hickson Coatings PF6355 

(http://www.hickson-coatings.co.uk/hpc01-1.html).  The other one which is also very good is ICA: POL12 (http://www.valsparwood.com/polyesters.htm). 

These products are "wax" Polyesters, witch basically means they have a wax base to aid in sanding and polishing.

Without going into extreme detail, basically a new veneered part (or stripped old one) is given a brush coat of 2K Polyurethane known as a "barrier coat".  This essentially isolates any resins or contaminates that may be present in the wood, and provides a good key for the Polyester.   The Polyester is actually a three component finish, requiring 2% accelerator and 2% catalyst (which is MEK peroxide). I usually mix up 5 or 6 eight fluid oz cups with the accelerator added ahead of time, and use a syringe to squirt the 2% peroxide in as req'd.  The lacquer to be sprayed on with at very least a 1.9 mm nozzle - gravity feed gun is preferable.

The first coat is applied quite lightly, and left (usually about 30mins, depending on temperature) or until the coating surface starts to look "waxy" or slightly dull. This means the lacquer is curing, and the wax is rising to the surface. I then proceed with the other 4 or 5 coats - put on quite thick and heavy, with a similar waiting period between coats...normally 15-30 mins, once again depending on temperature.

The completed part(s) dry to a matte finish quickly, and the lacquer has incredible build and looks thick and heavy - like it's just been dumped on there.  After 48hrs it can be flatted back, and this is where the fun begins! I use a silicon carbide paper (3M fre-cut) which resists clogging, and work with a block of wood from 120,180 to 400 grit dry. I then go over this with 1000, 1500 and finally 2000 wet/dry paper (used wet, being careful not to soak the wood substrate). When dry sanding, the stuff emits an incredible amount of fine dust, so a respirator type mask is essential, along with my trusty Delta air filter box.

By this point, the surface of the lacquer should be flat with very, very little or no ripples when squinted along from an angle. I then use a converted bench grinder with an arbor extension and good quality (3" wide) soft "swansdown" mop and a bar wax called Vonax. The mops and wax I get directly from the UK, as I have not found compatible quality products here.  Once lightly buffed, the result should be an outstanding mirror finish, without looking like someone's coated the wood with plastic.

In your situation, if you have some basic spray equipment, you can use one of the high build Polyester base coats, and then top coat that with a 2K Polyurethane which is easy to polish up and a lot less finicky that what I use. The base coat will give enough build so that you will never get any shrinkage. Another good thing about Polyesters, is they do not attract the dust like any other finish I can think of. If you get something land in the coating, it can be picked out with a small brush, and the area "blobbed" in with a bit more lacquer with no ill effects. 

I hope this answers your question, in fact it may be a little more than you wanted to know! 

Regards,

Saul Chaplin

www.britishautowood.com

By the way. No Jaguar wood was ever stained, well, not until they introduced the 

modern XJR with that awful bird's eye maple.

Bryan,







{#2 from Jack  Verschuur}

“There seems to be a little discrepancy as to whether or not the wood was originally stained and whether stain is needed as part of the refinishing procedure.  Are Saul and Jack in agreement on this point?”

As far as I know Jaguar did not stain their woods.  Look at a few cats of the same type and age, and you'll see that the veneers in all of them look quite different from each other.  Some cars were quite plain, others had lots of burl.  My own Mk 2 had only the straight crossbanding veneer all over, and no burl on top, I suppose they forgot to apply it. The woods were used 'as is'.  (There are voices to contradict this, some say that some S type wood was stained)

“As to my own experience, I've used "Circa 1850" and Minwax Helmsman gloss spar urethane with good (to my eye) results on my boat.  I applied nine coats.  This is a one-part urethane; I'm not sure if I could handle the 2-part stuff but will investigate further.  If I used the one-part urethane would I have to leave it a week between coats?  By the way, I suspect that my wood has been previously refinished, possibly over the original finish.  I think I can detect some brush marks.”

The products you mention are not marketed in South Africa, we don't use them anyway.  If you decide to use the direct out of the tin urethane, and apply with a brush, you're going to need a lot of elbow grease, or you'll end up with far too much finish on your wood.  These also need a long time to cure, so yes, you'll need to be patient. This is much less the case with the 2-part urethanes, and the polyesters dry quick and build up well. (We do use them Saul) The last 2 are IMHO not suitable for brush application, but give the best result and much better durability.

“It seemed to work well except that on the chamfered part of the veneer it [Circa 1950] appeared to penetrate a crack or two in the veneer and seemed to dissolve the glue, so that the veneer lifted at that point.  Could this be a correct impression?” [this was on the practice piece of wood]

Where there are cracks, it means that the wood has retracted and thus is not affixed to the base wood. A crack is only the visible part of the damage, there is damage under the veneer that is hidden from the eye.  The finish that gets under the veneer cures slower than on top, thus making the veneer curl up. You can't glue the veneer back to the basewood with finish, it needs to be repaired before finishing.

One more thing that wasn't mentioned in this thread: Finish the back of the wood as well, to prevent moisture to get in from that side and destroy your work.

Jack  Verschuur/ Durban, South Africa

Autowood Africa  www.radial.co.za/autowoodafrica

'66 Mk2 3.8 MOD

'67 420 MOD

Hi Saul,





{#3 from Jack Verschuur}

Sure enough we are using polyesthers, but we found that if too many coats are applied to quick after eachother, the finish sinks in after a while, showing the woodgrain.  In the build-up phase this is not really a problem, because you are filling pores and grain, but with the later coats you don't want this to happen, because the coats are as thin as possible, yet you want to obtain a smooth surface.

We dry in outside air, maybe you have a forced drying process.  The conditions here are fine to do this, but might cause for the finish to cure in a different manner? By trial and error we found that in order to obtain the best results this is the way to work for us.

Jack  Verschuur/ Durban, South Africa

Autowood Africa  www.radial.co.za/autowoodafrica

'66 Mk2 3.8 MOD

'67 420 MOD

Hello again Jack,





{#3 from Saul Chaplin}

Well there are dozens of Polyester products, and while I don't know which one you are using, I can say that it's been a long, long time since I have had shrinkage problems on newly veneered parts, let alone refinished originals. 

I use an Italian wax Polyester applied over a 2K polyurethane barrier coat (occasionally use a polyester base coat as well). Filling the grain and smoothness of finish are not an issue with this type of coating, as it is put on quite thick and heavy with about 30mins (depending on temp) between coats.  It dries/cures matte in no time and can be polished after 48hrs. Of course all the real work is in flatting the surface in preparation for polishing.  

In my opinion, Hicksons/Sayerlack and ICA are the best coatings on the market, although the nearest stockist to you is probably the HQ in Italy.

Saul

www.britishautowood.com

Hi Saul,





{#4 from Jack  Verschuur}
The finishes you mention are unobtanium here, but we have good materials from the UK (I don't remember the make, but if of interest I'll get it for you) and we are experimenting with a high build urethane for first coats from Japan. That looks promising.

Why we let the finishes cure for longer, is not because we feel that they are too soft to rub down, but rather to get all the solvents out before applying more. The chemical reaction of curing is quick with these modern  finishes, but the solvents take a longer time to get out than it takes the finish to harden. As said, we don't use any method of forced drying.  I wish we could use a water-soluable finish, as all this stuff is highly carcinogenic. Maybe we should also apply a barrier coat to close the wood/veneer from water, and experiment with a water soluable finish.  Have you tried that? (are we getting boring here?)

Jack  Verschuur/ Durban, South Africa

Autowood Africa  www.radial.co.za/autowoodafrica

'66 Mk2 3.8 MOD

'67 420 MOD

Hi Jack,





{#4 from Saul Chaplin}

As you said in your last paragraph, yes I think we are getting a bit bored of this subject!

Have a look at this site: http://www.hickson-coatings.co.uk 

If you can get stuff easily from the UK, then you'll have no problem if you wanted to try Hicksons polyester.

No, I have not tried any water based finishes, although I hear there are some good ones out there for the auto body industry.

Saul

www.britishautowood.com
Yowza,






{from Bob Lovell}

I've done two-stage and single stage with no appreciable difference in the longevity/end results.  The disposable foam brushes are perfect for laying on the finish and leave no hairs/marks.  I usually get several coats on before wet-sanding in between and do the final coat as a spray.  I used to prefer

the high-gloss look but as I get older I'm wondering if I'm not overdoing it.  The nice thing is after the finish has cured it can be pumiced with a piece of felt to the desired lustre if high-gloss isn't wanted.  

Stripping I usually do with a paste type known as Zip-Strip in the black and yellow can.  The main ingredient is methylene-chloride and works well but I only strip several pieces at a time.  Pay attention to the multi-grained pieces as these are more likely to have delaminations if not careful versus the

solid pieces.  A sharp flat-edge razor blade can be "drawn" to remove finish without marring the wood, the less sanding the better as the veneer is exceptionally thin.

Later, Bob Lovell

Yowza,





{#2 from Bob Lovell}
I've been using urethanes for the last couple of years as they seem to have the advantage over lacquers and varnishs on the wood.  The expansion/contractions rates are better and they are less prone to marring.  If you do manage to damage one they're a darn sight easier to touch up than the other two.

The longer the cure the stronger and more stable the part/finish.  I prefer epoxies to polyester based finishes as I can control the cure time better to my liking than I can with varying the peroxide percentages.  I found if I slowed cure by using less of a 10% peroxide, mixing thoroughly became an issue because they was very little to disperse in the polyester by volume.  If I went to 5% I could double the amount mixed in ensuring a thorough mix.  I later stopped using epoxies and polyesters as I found the urethanes trouble-free in most ways.  Normally I can put a coat on and wet-sand it in 8 hours which means if I get ambitious I can put a coat on before I go to work and come home,sand and put another on before I go to bed.

I found out partly by mistake when I was working with 2-part epoxies.  The plant did not have any air-conditioning, so to keep the paint from "blushing" I used to stash the freshly painted machine parts in an air-conditioned storage room that had humidity control, because I knew the humidity wouldn't screw with the paint.  The room was set for 50-55 degrees F.  Twenty-four hours later, I had a paint that had cured better.  The flow was better and it was dry, not close to dry but dry.  We didn't get these type of results during low humidity days in the spray booth.  I've been tempted to set up something similar when I do woodwork as there seems to be more control over the cure and the quality.

I can't speak for the all the products out there but Zip-Strip/Yellow and Black can has no issues with epoxies, urethanes or polyesters.  The problem you might be encountering with their removal might be due to the less aggresive chemical make-up, i.e.more environmentally-friendly products that are out there nowadays.  Hormsby has some good products but stay away from the polymerized tung oils as the cure could make the veneer start to separate.

There are many makers out there all with very good products if the directions are followed.  I mainly just make sure I can wet-sand the product.

What has really become an issue as of late is I now find myself preferring XK dropheads over the roadsters due to the woodwork.  My friend keeps reminding me that at least with the roadsters there is a small chance to recoup the money but the dropheads are less likely.  Still I want the woodwork as it just seems to lack otherwise, meanwhile the wife says buy a roadster and fit it with woodwork as it won't be seeing the weather Jaguar was worried about when they were built originally.

Later,

Bob Lovell
HI! Listers,






{from Terry Handley}

Wood work is a big part of most Jags and I for one never get bored reading about it, although at times the wood annoys me, each bit of wood has it's own character so if just looking at a Jags Wood & then buying it, one can be excused if the wood is perfect and the car is a lemon. The wood has sucked many into a Jag.

I recently used after prepping the wood, an Automotive 2 pak Clear over the wood, as I suspected there may have been silicone in the wood I used a Silicone add in the 2 Pak, this gave a slight but  undesirable orange peel ,but no fish eyes, I then rubbed the finish down with wet 1200 paper & then compounded it, I have never seen such a shiny deep finish & the grain  I thought would show through as it does with other products was filled with the clear.  What I did not do was stain the wood as it looked like it would be fine but in a couple of places where I had used a wood filler I perhaps should have stained it but it's barely visible and one needs to be right up close to the one corner to see the slight oversight.

The finish is fantastic what I don't understand is why don't people use this method ?

When I asked wood refinishers here the reply was to me of no real value, it maybe a bit like some shops flogging Lead Wiping when there are better more effective and more economical ways of getting the job done ?

In respect of the veneering etc. that's an interesting job and I have had reasonable results but I don't have the woody approach needed for an excellent job, maybe when I fully retire I might sift through a pile of wood I have collected, over the years and try my luck.

I confess to being one of those who has been at times a bit sick of wood and have replaced and or covered it with Alloy and or Padded Leather, a MK2 done with Alloy & padded leather & or Vinyl looks great, the Alloy Centre Piece from a Ser 1 3.8 E Type, the rest with padded leather looks neat around the speedo & Tacho, the Glove Compartment I left the Lid off and covered the Wood with padded leather.

Now I'm thinking of doing another but using more alloy, maybe a machine finished alloy,never been able to work out how to do that effectively, maybe have a large sheet milled with a stiff Brush Tool, any ideas ?

Terry Handley

Bathurst Australia
Hi Terry:   






{from Bob McAnelly}

I also used auto two part clear coat on the finish on my Daimler 2.5 V8.  Other than the worry about spraying such bad stuff, the results were fantastic.  I will re-read all of the recent discourse on the subject and may try some of the suggestions from folks much more knowledgeable than I; however, I am well  pleased with my results, even 4 years later.     

Bob McAnelly









{from Ulrich Buxtorf}

Sorry for asking silly questions, but what is meant by "staining" the wood parts? My S type has walnut burr veneer more or less all over, so what's there to be stained?

Ulrich Buxtorf

Ulrich,







{#3 from Allan Pozdol}
 My reference to staining veneer from the "factory " was referring the fact that Jaguar didn't always specify the premium veneers for their wood work.  Burl veneers suffer flaws, and need to be patched. This patch appears as a biscuit, you will see similar patches in B grade plywood.  These patches must be stained to make them more inconspicuous.  For rejuvenating the wood, stain will be used to recolor the wood after bleaching, which will remove all dirt, oxidation, water stains, and pitch from the wood.  In burl this is important, because the grain in swirling in all directions, giving it the beauty over straight grained wood.

The open end grain in burl will darken over time due to pitch leaching out, and of course end grain will darken more due to the open fibers of the wood.  Look at any older wood cappings that were simply refinished and they will look black on the ends.Door cappings show this as they are book matched by the grain pattern, and get baked in the sun.  There will be black splotches scattered about dash components. Bleaching and restaining will make sound veneers look new.

Staining is only to restore the natural colors of the wood after cleaning.  When you use mahogany stain on fresh mahogany wood, you won't see much change. Same for walnut on fresh walnut.  However, on bleached wood, especially burl, you simply restore its natural pigments to cleaned wood.The differing grain will accept stain differently, and give you the clear detail of the wood.  A good furniture book will show you pictures of the results.

Wow.I can't believe I am babbling on about this, I guess I am trying to

impress that a couple of easy steps in the middle of preparation can make

all the difference in the world.

Allan Pozdol

Naperville, Illinois

1966 S Type

Hi Allan,






{#2 from Ulrich Buxtorf}
thanks for the short course in veneerology (physicians, mind that double e). I will have a look at my "S"'s wood, just out of curiosity, as there are other interior parts which need more immediate attention (e.g. leather which cracks if you press your elbow into it).

BTW: I have had for years a nice stock of walnut burl veneer.  Provided the woodworms haven't found it, it is still available.

Ulrich Buxtorf

Dear Mark & All





{from Gary Westbury}
An "Idiots Guide to Wood" or rather "Wood for Daily Drivers"

I've been meaning for some time to post my expediences with my wood. I, like Mark, have read all the past email about wood, as mine was in need of refurb. However, all of the mails that I read seemed to be by those trying to achieve Concours levels of originality/quality & talking big money!.  My DV8 is a daily driver & hence is used as opposed to polished & judged, but I still wanted  a good but lasting finish. So here is what I amazed even myself with.

Please bare in mind that the products that I will refer to, I bought in the UK in a highstreet hardware store (B&Q for you Brits)

Firstly don't worry about the veneer, its a lot tougher then you think.  I used a specific stripper for the PO varnish(?), it was Nitromores Varnish & Lacquer Remover & if you follow the directions the stuff is amazing. All the coating came off in one attempt (use a plastic scraper by the way) & left the veneer looking as fresh as if it has just been applied.  Almost no sanding was required for the next step, just a light sanding with 180 grit sandpaper & finish with fine wire wool.  Clean with a solvent prior to the painting.  I used a car paint solvent cleaner that comes in an aerosol can from  Halfords.

Next I applied Ronseal Exterior Wood Varnish (& it does exactly what it says on the tin!) with a 1" brush.  The first couple of coats  were soaked up and looked crap, but be patient.  You will need 4 or 5 normal coats, leaving 24 hrs (tin says 6, however) between each.  Flatten (rub down) between coats with 1000 Wet&Dry, using lots of water. But be careful not to rub to hard at the edges or where the wood changes direction, as you will wear back to the wood/veneer.  Try to get as much of the surface to look flat/matt as possible.  Solvent clean just prior to each new coat.

Finally, and this took me by surprise, someone suggested that  my final coat should be thinned 50/50 with white spirit. I was very sceptical at this, even when I was applying it, because it went on just like water.  But the finish I got was "gob-smacking", just like glass & not a brush stroke in sight. I don't think that I could have sprayed the stuff on any better.

The biggest problem (other than trying to get the wood off in the first place) is DUST. For the final coats I used my downstairs toilet as a "Clean Room".  I removed all the contents including the lamp shade!. washed down the walls, door, ceiling, floor, porcelain & even the lightbulb.  And just for good measure, sealed the windows.  After the last coat is applied (use a very soft/new, brush) walk out the  room very slowly so as not to disturb the air too much.  This may seem extreme but you'll be surprised at the crap that lands on your  freshly painted wood if you do it in the garage.

So there is my expedience when it comes to wood. The greatest expense was time, and take your time.  Remember time is free so use lots & lots of it, the more the better.  All the other materials came to less then 15 UKPds ($20), and if had a Pound for every time someone has commented on my wood, I'd be driving a D-type!

Gary Westbury

'66 DV8

Bryan,







{#2 from Clarence Novak}
A note on the McCloskey.  The trick stuff I used was their previous formula with a red oxide additive, and now illegal (here in the over legislated US).  I talked to the master chemist at McCloskey and he suggested that I put a few iron nails in the new stuff for a few months.  The deal here is that the red oxide in the old formula just does magic with Jaguar wood.  I did NOT stain my wood in any way.  I 'colored' it with the McCloskey and just wiped it off.  Again, there are many ways to do the Jag wood and we all think we are experts.  Also my technique does not provide the lighter (Basswood?) edge accents which are a nice effect.  Variations in Jaguar wood sometimes dictate the finishing method.  I was quoted 5k to have my wood done and after doing it myself, that's not enough money.  The old McCloskey cans have a sailing ship motif with red & metallic checked on the metal can. If you find any of that old stock, count me in on a quart.


One big advantage for me using auto clear coat (besides increased UV protection): I could block 'color sand' wet (add a bit of dish washing liquid for lubrication) with 1000-2000 grit any foul bits that remained on the surface...PROVIDED...I had enough coats of clear to prevent sanding thru the clear.... in my case I applied 4-6 thinned coats.  And yes I did sand thru a few times and it was dodgy but possible to correct.  The times I sanded thru I was listening to Byran Adams and NOT Mozart.
Clarence Novak

Jack...FANTASTIC!  Glad you are home and enjoying the list again.

To you and the other listers, what can be used to bring back the

gloss after wet sanding polyurethane.  I used it on some Jag wood

this weekend.  I got it "slick as glass" with 2000 grit sandpaper, but

cannot find anything to bring back the gloss. I tried rubbing

compounds/wax, etc.  Can it be done?   Is there anything the

non-professional can use  at home that can be applied/sanded/

and get the original high gloss.  

Thanks. Richard Greene
Richard,

Use a plastic polishing kit that uses a string buff, and blue compound.

Caswell sells a nice little kit.

Allan Pozdol

Hi Richard,

There are special polishing pastes that bodyshops use to smoothen out the last flaws in paint.  I am sure that Saul can give you a brandname that is available on your side of the pond.

If that doesn't help, try a cloth with thinners and just wet the wood. I've seen wood that was considered ready for a restoration, and treated with thinners was plenty good enough to go back in the car.

If that doesn't help, you can always spray another coat of poly.

Jack  Verschuur/ Durban, South Africa
This weekend, I managed to remove the dash board from the car, and will > start to revarnish it, and the previously removed pieces over the coming > weeks.  >> Having stripped the central folding instrument panel of all switches, and > the lighting strip at the bottom, I was amazed to find that the finish was > originally quite dark.  No doubt I will have hours of fun getting it back to > how it should be.

Paul Kluka  1966 3.8S Automatic
Paul,

Just to tell that I was used to renew old furniture before the Jag bug bite me. One cheap and controlable way to clear up dark wood after de warnishing was to wash it with diluted ammonia or oxalic acid (formula could be [COOH]2+2H2O, not 100% sure), the latest being sold in small dry cristals form. Then rinse with clear water and wear gloves. I never had bad surprises with any of them, just consider that the final color after re varnishing will be what it looks when wood is wet.

Laurent

